How to locate BNCweb

http://bnc.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/cgi-bnc/BNCquery.pl?theQuery=search&urlTest=yes

or via course web page

note link to query language syntax

Written vs spoken

Specify part of corpus if you like

More sophisticated restrictions can be stipulated: we’ll look at this next week

Also, lots of options for sorting the output
Basic word form searches
Example of wicked in written vs spoken

Point out frequency information at top of page

Point out KWIC view button

Hover mouse on word to get more information

Click on source ID to get information about the speaker, etc.
Use of regular expressions
Difference between ?, *, +
Examples: try    favor    then look up  favo[u,]r  

                  try     *i[s,z]e: too many hits so try  genrali[s,z]e

                  to get variant forms of verb try  run[s,ning,]

        alternate plural forms  hoo[f,ve]s  

Specifying parts of speech
Disambiguate homographs explicitly

Examples:  try leaves on its own: now try leaves_NN2  vs leaves_VVZ
                   try sheep_NN2

                   now try   sheep_NN?
Use wildcards in POS tags, eg _V* for all verbs
You can search for tags without specifying lexical item, but you’ll get a lot of data (more useful in word sequence searches

Example:  *_+ITJ    for all interjections

Lemma queries
Corpus is fully lemmatized, so a better way to search for run[s,ning,] would be to search for the verb run:   {run}  or better still  {run/V}

Note that lemma disambiguation codes are not the same as POS tags

Word sequences
Specific example  kick the bucket: all cases are metalinguistic!
But try kick[+] the bucket to get inflected forms

Make use of POS constraints, lemma search etc to widen search

Example  saw the _{N} with the 

       saw a[n,] _{N} with a[n,]
       saw _{Det} _{N} with _{Det}

       {see} _{Det} _{N} with _{Det}

Use wildcards to look for patterns
Note difference between ( | ) and [ , ]
Example (from Tuesday’s class) of modals + participle
*_VM0 ({be | {have}]) *_VV[G,N]
Ie any modal verb followed by (lexeme) be or have followed by present or past participle
